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mind of an able and upright judge. 


HE Author of the following Nar- 
rative, having nothing further in 


view than an explanation of his own con- 


duct i in the buſineſs of Neal and Lewellin. 

did not think it neceſſary to enter into 
argument on che ſubjeQ, or any formal re- 
futation of the Pamphlet frequently alluded : 


to- he has ſtated facts, on which the Pub- 


lic are to judge. He at the ſame time aſ- 
ſures them, that the evidence given by 1 
Neal on the trial of Lewellin was not, as 

is afferted, either contradictory, or incon- 


ſiſtent, but ſuch as perſecy to ſatisfy 


twelve honeſt men on their oaths, and to 


leave no doubt of her innocence on the 
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Humanity and a love of Juſtice, and whoſe 


PLAIN TRUTH, &c. 


TE the anonymous writer of what is called an 
authentic Narrative of facts in the Trial and 


' Proceedings of Neal and Lewellin, had contented 
— himſelf with beſtowing encomiums on a certain ; 
| Nobleman for the truly laudable part he had 


taken in that affair, whoſe ſole motive muſt be 


eſence at the trial on merely accidental,” 1 


ſhould not deem it 7 any means neceſſary for 
| 


me to commit myſelt in print, or advance any 
thing that might, however remotely, tend to 
reflect on his veracity—far be from me a wiſh 


to pluck away the well earned laurels of fo 
glorious a campaign; even tho Mary Neal had 
been introduced as a reſerve: to compleat the 
triumph, I ſhould not have meddled, but have 


left her character at the mercy of a diſcerning 
world, and to the protection of a more able ad- 


vocate; but finding my name obtruded on the 
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public, with other very reſpectable names, evi- 
dently with a defign to ſanction falſehood and mif- 
repreſentation, and myſelt marked as one of the 
« ſanguinary plotters of miſchief, and no leſs 
fangumary abettors of party virulence,” I con- 
ſider i a duty, which I owe my friends and my 


own character, to ftate the reaſons that induced 
me to intereſt myſelf ſo particularly in favour of 


Jobn Neal, and to detail thoſe converſations and 
facts alluded to, and ſo groſsly miſrepreſented 
in that part of the narrative, marked with in- 


verted commas, and faid to be given by Autho- 


rity. Theſe, with a few tranſient obſervations, 


will, I am convinced, fufficiently illuſtrate this 
dark buſineſs, and remove any doubts, . that 
could have ariſen from the peruſal of this autho- 


riſed narrative. 


"1 ſhall not reſt the proofs of what I advance 


on bare aflertion; for the truth of every decla- 


ration of mine, I pledge myſelf to the public, 


and appeal to any of thoſe Gentlemen whom 1 
| ſhall particularly name, and mention to have 
been preſent at any of the converſations or tranſ- 


actions alluded to—Men of Character and Prin- 
ciple, with whom I am proud to have co-ope- 


rated, in ſome meaſure, in reſcuing oppreſſed 
poverty and unprotected innocence. 
On the evening of Thurſday the 6th of No- 


vember, Mr. Sheriff Tweedy called on me, 
and, after apologiſing for the trouble, requeſt- 
ed I would inform him of every particular re- 
lative to the buſineſs of Neal and Lewellin, of 


which he beard I was in full poſſeſſion, having 


befriended Neal. The reaſon he affigued for | 
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juſt before her ep 


ta. 


the preſent enquiry was, that from report, from 
the —_ of Mrs. Lewellin, and a decla- 
ration* of Mr. Skeffington Hamilton, he was 


ſtrongly diſpoſed to believe Mrs. Lewellin inno- 
cent: That an appl 3 

tended, and theſe enquiries muſt be made as 
ſpeedy as poſſible, the next 


ication for mercy was in- 


day but one being 
appointed for her execution. The information 
which I gave him was literally as follows, 5 
John Neal, whom I knew upwards of thir- 
teen years, had been my hairdreſſer a long time 
in College ; from my own knowledge of him, 


and from the opinions of thoſe of my acquain- 


tance whom he drefled, I had every reaſon to 


believe him ſtrictly honeſt. That, about the 1 
beginning of April 1788, he called on me ap- 


„ This declaration confirmed by the _effdevit_of = 
very ref man goes to prove what Mary Neal's 
_ —— Joukeed, | that /iterally there was no 


backroom to the houſe; but an accurate deſcription 


of the houſe and of the furniture of this very room will 
enable the reader to judge of Mary Neal's idea of a 


backroom, and of Mrs. Lewellin's folemn aſſeverations 
ed execution. There was a door at 

either end of the houſe, with two windows between 
.them, as deſcribed by Mr. Hamilton, and a window over 
one of the doors. One only of thoſe doors was in general 
uſe, on the entrance by which, a door opened from a ſmall 


hall into a room which was moſtly uſed as a kitchen, ſome- 


times a fitting room; from this kitchen, a door opened into 
the ſmaller room, miſcalled by Neal a backroom. The ſut- 
niture of this was a field bedſtead without curtains, a ſpider 
table which ſtood at the foot of the bed, between it and the 
door opening into Blackmoor-yard, bu: which was ſeldom 


uſed ; a chair, ſometimes two, flood againſt the partition 


wall. As to the neighbours not being alarmed by cries pro- 
ceeding from ſuch a houſe as Lewellin's, it is too futile to 


B2 parently 


. deſerve an anſwer. 


3 


parently much agitated, and informed me his 
daughter had been abuſed at the houſe of a Mrs. 


Lewellin in Black moor-yard, and he believed 


diſordered, requeſting at the ſame time I would 
adviſe him how to proceed. My advice was in- 
ſtantly to apply to ſome gentleman of the law, 
and Imentioned my worthy and particular friend 


*—Eoguicilor Collis of South Cumberlan Bren. 


one 0i his cuſtomers, and to whom Neal had 
been known ten or twelve years: that he would 


point out the ſteps to be purſued, and if the 


child were diſordered, I would procure her ad- 


miſſion into ſome Hoſpital, Examinations were 
immediately lodged againſt Lewellin, and ſhe 
vas committed to gaol. Here the matter reſted 


ſome time, when one evening I was exceedingly 
ſurpriſed on receiving a letter from Neal, dated 


at Newgate, to inform me, that he and his un- 
_ fortunate wife [who with an infant child fell a 
martyr to this complicated ſcene of villainy] 
were dragged from their bed at an unſeaſonable 
hour of the night, and lodged in goal on a 
charge of robbery. I made it my buſineſs to 
| ſee Mr. Collis the next day to conſult with him 
ſome means of extricating them, but notwith- 


ſtanding his exertions, and a firm conviction on 
both our minds of this being a falſe and mali- 


cious charge, [as afterwards appeared] we could 


not procure their enlargement : they were ob- 


liged to remain in gaol for trial at the Quarter- 


Seſſion. 


In ſome ſhort time after this, I received a let- 


ter from Mr. Collis, informing me that he feared 


be muſt be under the neceſſity of leaving town | 


before 
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quitted for want of proſecution, telling me alſo 
where the child was ſecreted from the emiſflaries 


(#9 
before Lewellin's trial, and referring me for 


aſſiſtance to our common friend Counſellor White 


of Tork. ſtreet. On the morning of Saturday 


June 28, the day on which the Commiſſion of 


Oyer and Terminer opened, I received a letter 


from John Neal to remind me that unleſs I ex- 
erted myſelf, his friend Mr, Collis having, he 


feared, left town, Mrs. Lewellin muſt be ac- 


of Edgworth, who were very active in purſuit 


of her. He alſo mentioned that I need not go 
to Court till Monday the 3oth, as he was told 
the trial could not be brought forward ſooner: 
. but dreading 
the party of Lewellin, I went to Court inſtant- 
ly, and, not totally diſappointed in my appre- 
henſions, found that ſhe had brought on her 
trial among the firſt, but that the Judge had 
ordered it to ſtand over an hour or two, as no- 
body a 
went oft to the Houſe of Induſtry where the 
child had remained, concealed and protected 
by Mr. Hunt the apothecary of the houſe; but 
1 found ſhe had been ſent the day before to a2 
place of ſafety on Lazer's-hill, with a view of 
eluding the purſuers, who had concerted a plan 
to arreſt her in Church-ſtreet as ſhe paſſed from 


ſome new ſtroke of cleverneſ from 


ppeared to the proſecution. I directly 


the Houſe of Induſtry to the Four Courts. 


| ſent a coach for her with three of the beadles of 
the houſe to protect her, defiring this worthy 
Mr. Hunt [who was to be calumniated and in- 
ſulted becauſe he ſtood forward, and declared 


his ſentiments with a firmneſs not to be ſhaken 
JO by 


1 
by threats or promiſes] to follow me immediate- 


ly, as1 Judged his preſence would be abſolutely 
neceſſary. 


On my return to Court, I addreſſed myſelf 


to the udge, briefly ſtating the reaſons why 
nobody had a — to the proſecution, and 
ſolliciting his Lordſhip's interference. The 


gaoler was ordered to bring up the father and 


mother of the child, and a party of the Policc 


was ordered to attend me in protecting her, 


when I mentioned to Sir Samuel Bradſtreet my 
apprehenſions of an arreſt on her way to Court. 


| Returning with theſe Police men from Lazer's- 


ill, I met Mr. Collis, who, by ſome fortunate 
: accident, had been detained that day in town, 


and brought him to Court: Here we met Mr. 
White, to whom I had time to relate only ut = 
= 


few circumſtances mentioned to me by 
_ child's father, when the trial was called on.” 


After giving Mr. Tweedy this ſuccinct ac- 
count, I told him I was much pleaſed with his 


| application to me, as it might be the means of 
freeing me of ſome uneaſineſs, which I felt at 
being concerned in that buſineſs. Reports of 
the child's previous guilt, mentioned with con- 


fidence in companies where | happened to be 


8 and in my on family, regret at my 


having by any means contributed to the condem- 


nation of an unfortunate female, particularly in 
| favour of a child whoſe appearance was ſaid to 


militate ſtrongly againſt ber, operated on me, 


and nearly induced me to forego my former opi- 
nion of Mary Neal's innocence. That however, 
as 1 had been informed there could be little 


doubt 
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an hour or two, who was in poſſeſſion of facts, 


Crow. ſtreet at eight o clock, the hour 
ed by his Lordſhip. I arrived a little before his 
Lordſhip, to whom I was introduced by the High 


7 Mary Neal, who, doubting 


nection of Mary Neal [as I that ni 
ſtood] with a married man; and laftly the de- 
gentleman of 
my acquaintance. A converſation that happen. 
ed in my family with the child, whom I brought 
home immediately after the trial, was mention- 


1 
doubt of Lewellin obtaining a pardon, a perſon of 


rank, as was ſaid, exerting all his influence in 


her favour, my mind was a great deal eaſier; 
but that I would certainly have joined in appli- 


cation for mercy, had Iknown how, or to whom, 


1 ſhould apply. The High Sheriff immediately | 
replied, that a nobleman was to call on him in 


as his Lordſhipdeclared, that would fully prove 


the child's antecedent proſtitution, and requeſted 


I would meet - that nobleman at his houſe in 
appoint- 


Sheriff, as a principal perſon concerned in favour 
her innocence, would 
applied. for a mitigation of Mrs. Lewellin's 


ſentence, had he known the manner of applying. 
At his Lordſnip's defire, I repeated the particu- 


lar circumſtances which I mentioned to Mr. 
Sheriff Tweedy about two hours before, adding 
the cauſes of my doubts, not change of opi- 


nion.“ Theſe were, the declaration of one of 


the f who examined the child; the con- 


t under- 


claration of the hairdreſſer of a 


ed to his Lordſhip; this his Lordſhip was in- 


formed next morning, on being more minute- 
ly enquired into, made decidedly in favour of 


Mary Neal. The nobleman having applauded 
my 


(8) 


my candour, and the reQitude of my intentions 
through all the buſineſs, declared that he was in 
poſſeflion of facts, which would incontrovertibly 
prove Mary Neal to have been a common proſ- 
titute; and aſked, if that were done, could I 
have any objection to accompany his Lordſhip 
in an application for mercy, as his Lordſhip 
deemed me no improper perſon on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, having been ſo much concerned in the 
proſecution of Lewellin: I anſwered that I 
ſhould think it incumbent on me to e 
his Lordihip, if required.? 

The High Sheriff then mentioned that Alder- 


man FE xſhaw, who had particularly intereſted 
| himſelf in favour of Neal's family, entertained 
ſome doubts of the child's innocence, his 


Lordſhip requeſted Mr. Tweedy to call on 
the Alderman, with his Lordſhip's compliments, 
that he wiſhed him to meet his Lordſhip 
the next day at the High Sheriff's houſe at 


| twelve o'clock. The reaſons why Alderman 


Exſhaw came to be ſo particularly engaged in 
the buſineſs, were theſe : Mary Neal's examina- 
tions againſt Lewellin had been ſworn before 
him, the next Diviſional Juſtice to Blackmoor- 
| yard—he had alſo been preſent at Lewellin's 
trial: theſe circumſtances made me think him 
the moſt proper Coroner to whom I could apply, 
on receiving the E 1 letter from Neal, the 


2d day after the trial. 


Honoured Sir, 


The diſtreſs which has for ſome time paſt un- 


happily oppreſt me, is now encrealed by the 
melancholy 


1981 


melancholy death of my poor wife, which 1 
believe has greatly been haſtened, if not altoge- 
ther occaſioned, by the cruel and inhuman treat - 
ment, which ſhe received by this-wretch Mrs, 
Lewellin, and another woman of the name of 
White. I humbly hope therefore, that your 
Honour will not deſert me in this trying extre - 
mity : I am poor, and wretched, and naked, 
and unleſs your Honour will humanely aſſiſt me, 
I know not what will become of my poor wife 
or your diſtrefled a 
humble ſervant 


Monday, June 330. JOHN NEAL. 
This letter I carried to Alderman Exſhaw, 
whoſe conduct in the buſineſs will beſt appear 
from a narrative which I here ſubjoin with his 
On Saturday June 28, Alderman Exſhaw 
attending the Commiſſion of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, as the duty of his office required, 
happened to go into Court as Mrs. Lewellin's 
trial came on, and was induced through mere 
curioſity to wait the event, not knowing any 
of the parties, except taking the examinations 
and committing Lewellin. He knew nothing 
of Dr. Boyton, with whom he was not at that 
time acquainted, having made a previous appli- 
cation to the Judge, and heard nothing more 
of the matter until the Monday following, when 
Mr. Thome“ of Fleet-ſtreet and Doctor Boy- 


This gentleman I requeſted to accomp = me to the 
Alderman, to whom I was not at that time ng \ 


ton 


And to r 
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ton came to his office to inform him that Ann 
Neal, the mother of Mary, had died in priſon, 
and that, as they had reaſon to believe her to 
have been ill treated, 
man as a Coroner to hold an inqueſt, and five 


o' clock in the evening was appointed according- 
Boyton expre(- 


ly. That in the mean time Dr. 
a firm belief of the innocence of the Neals 
relative to the charge on which they had been 


committed, and the fruitleſs enquiries he had 


made to diſcover who had | the examina- 
tions againſt them, a Police man came forward 
and declared to the Alderman, that it was Nan- 
cy Molineaux, who under the name of Ann 
Poole, had ſworn a robbery againſt John and 
Ann Neal before Alderman Moncrieffe : that he 


among other Police men was preſent. That he 

| [Alderman Exſhaw] ſtruck with this declarati- 
on, and calling to mind the behaviour of this 
Nancy Molineaux, whom he had ſeen on the 
at the trial of Lewellin, 


Saturday preceding, 
ſwearing to the proſtitution of Mary Neal, re- 
ſolved to inveſtigate the matter minytely; That 


he went directiy to Court, and informed Sir 


Samuel Bradſtreet of his ſuſpicions, and of the 


death of Ann Neal: that he was directed by 


the Judge to enquire into it very particularly, 
immediately, as the fate of Lew- 


ellin in a great meaſure depended upon the re- 
ſult of the enquiry. That calling to mind the 
declaration of the Police man, he immediately 
went in ſearch of Ann Molineaux, whom after 
ſome time he was enabled to trace to Mrs. * 
N ws ellin's 


required the Alder- 


Ms * ** x 


1 


ellin's houſe in Strand- ſtreet, where ſhe was de. 
nied to him, but on ſearching the houſe, found 

her locked up in a ſmall room. That on hav- 
ing her identified as the Ann Poole who had 

ſworn the robbery againſt Neal and his wife, 
ſhe was brought to his office, where ſhe confeſſ- 
ed what has fince appeared on the trial of Edg- 
worth. The next morning the Alderman waited 
on the Judge to inform him of the verdi& of 

the inqueſt, as alſo of the confeflion of Ann 
Molineaux, and to requeſt he would bail out 
John Neal, for whom Mr. Thome and Doctor 

Boyton offered themſelves as ſureties: that the 
man was accordingly enlarged, the Judge re- 
quiring only his own recogniſance. That Al- 
derman Warren a few days after, called on him, 


and requeſted he would wait on Mr. Sackville 


Hamilton, to inform him of the buſineſs, as the 
_ Marquiſs of Buckingham had intimated a de- 
_ fire to know the particulars of it, and if there 
was any foundation in the report of Mrs. Lew- 
ellin having ill treated the woman in priſon. 
With which requeſt he [Alderman Exſhaw! 
complied, and zelated every thing literally and 
ſtritly as it has ſince appeared, at the ſame 
time informing him that nothing had been prov- 
ed on the inqueſt to criminate Lewellin. . 
That the buſineſs reſted here till the middle 
of September, when Mr. S. Hamilton ſent for 
him [Alderman Exſhaw], and. informed him 
that it was his Excellency's pleaſure that he 
ſhould declare to Mrs. Lewellin his Excellency's 
determination of not extending mercy to her; 
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on the Alderman obſerving to Mr. Hamilton, 
that it was unuſual for a Magiſtrate to convey 


ſuch a meſſage, it was anſwered, that as he had 


been ſo active in the buſineſs, and ſo minute in 
his enquiries, the Lord Lieutenant thought it 


would come with greater weight from him. 


That he accordingly went to the goal, and deli- 
vered his Excellency's meſſage, which ſhe re- 
_ ceived with the greateſt compoſure, not ſeeming. 
to be at all affected by it, and requeſted permil- 
fion of the Alderman to repreſent this meſſage 
to a certain nobleman, whom ſhe named, and 


who had befriended her through this buſineſs, 


and was exerting all his influence to ſave her. 
bbe at the ſame time ſolemnly proteſted her in- 
nccence, declaring that had ſhe not relied on 

it, ſhe could have bought off the witneſſes ; that 


when ſhe was committed to goal, ſhe was in 


poſſe iſion of one hundred and one guincas, all 


| which ſhe gave her Attorney whom ſhe named, 


to prove her innocence and ſupport the expences 


of her trial: nor was it ſhe (aid natural to ſup- 
poſe, that if ſuch an affair had happened in her 
houſe ſhe would conceal the man's name at the 
hazard of her own life. That theſe declarations 
| bad ſome weight with the Alderman, and in- 
duced him to call again on Mr. S. Hamilton, to 
repreſent what ſhe aſſerted, and alſo her offer of 
making an affidavit of her innocence, which 


the Alderman refuſed to take, deeming it im- 
proper and illegal, coming from a perſon under 
| ſentence of death. He declared to Mr, Hamil- 
de a ſtrong. 


ton, that theſe circumſtances had ma 
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meeti | 
then — his Lordſhip ſome doubts of Mary 

| Neal's innocence, which doubts, he faid, were 

no almoſt totally done away—he alſo mention- 
ed a declaration of his Lordſhip, that incon- 

trovertible proofs of the child's guilt would be 


(03 


* impreſſion on him, and-requeſted he would Rate 


them to the Marquiſs, which Mr. Hamilton pro- 
miſed. The Alderman heard nothing more of 


the buſineſs, until the 6th of November, when 


he received a 
intimating a wiſh 


—_— from Mr. Sheriff D 
f a noble Lord that he would 


meet his Lordſhip and ſome gentlemen at his 


[the High Sheriff*s] hoaſe the next day. That 


the Alderman thinking he had fully diſcharged 


his duty to all parties, reſolved to have nothing 
farther to do in it, till Doctor Boyton called on 


| him next morning, and informed him of the 


of the preceding night, and bf having 


produced: that then the Alderman on the re- 


quiſition of Dr. Boyton, who inſiſted on the 


neceſſity of his preſence, conſented to accom- 
pany him to the houſe of the High Sheriff in 


Crow. ſtreet. 


Having prevailed on the Alderman, as is af” 
firmed on authority, to accompany me to his 


Lordſhip; I in the preſence of him and Mr. 
Sheriff Tweedy declared to the nobleman, 


that I had been out fince half paſt eight that 


morning, endeavouring to procure farther in- 


formation, and to trace up thoſe reports that 


had made any impreflion on me. I told his 
Lordſhip that I had not now a fingle doubt 
remaining, and that I firmly believed 


Mary 
"* "ne 


( 14 ) 

Neal to be innocent. His Lordſhip aſked how 
I had cleared up my doubts of the preceding 
night ? I ſpecified each of them, and the man- 
ner in which I cleared them up that morning. 
Firſt my doubts proceeding from the reports of 
the hairdreſſer were totally done away by his 
own declarations that morning in preſence of 
Alderman Exſhaw : he affirmed that“ he never 
circulated any reports of ſeeing Neal the hair- 

dreſſer's daughter at the room of any gentle- 
man in College; that a perſon whom he knew 

only by the name of Kitty, told him that a girl 
whom he had ſeen in her company in the Col- 
lege, was called Neal; and laſtly that he had 
never ſeen the daughter of John Neal to know. 
| her.” It is aſſerted that I told the nobleman 


that this Jack the hairdreſſer was one of thoſe 


* who informed me Mary Neal was not good.“ 
I never told his Lordſhip any ſuch thing; nor 
had lever ſeen. this hairdreſſer, at the time the 
_ converſation happened, in which he was menti- 
2d. My next doubt as I told his Lordſhip was 
occaſioned by the report of a connection between 
Mary Neal (as I underftood) and the married 
man. I declared to his Lordſhip that I had that 
morning called on the gentleman from whom I 
received my information, and that he was ready 
to aſſure the nobleman, if neceſſary, I had miſ- 


2 "'. John Neal the father declared to the nobfe Lord and 
the gentlemen in Great George's-ſtreet, that he believed 


Jack the hairdreſſer did know his daughter, as they lodged 


oppoſite each other; but Neal ſpoke only ſiom belief, not 
certainty. TY ; 
underſtood 
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ue him : it was Lewellin and not Neal 


he mentioned, but that a perſon (ſince dead and 
by whoſe direction, I am told, an affidavit was 


drawn up but not ſworn to) had made ſome 


za. The declaration of the ſurgeon, « that 
when he firſt examined the child; - ſhe did 


mention of a connection with Neal. 


not ſhew that backwardneſs and reluctance 
which he would expect from a child of 
her age.” This I cleared up in in yy 


words which Mr. Peile uſed to his Lordſhip in 


about an hour after at the Houſe of Induſtry, 
viz. that he was ſatisfied ſuch behaviour pro- 


ceeded merely from her having been repeatedly 


examined by the other ſurgeons of the hovſe, 

two of whom were preſent , and that her con- 
duct while ſhe remained in, the Houſe of In- 
duſtry was ſuch as effectually to remove any 
_ unfavourable impreſſion, which her apparent 


want of modeſty might at firſt es left on bis 


mind. * 


This was the behaviour ſpecified by me tohis 2 
Lordſhip, but which this narrator ſays ** cannot 
with decency be publicly mentioned.” I wiſh 


this modeſt man, this man of ſuch unparalleled 
delicacy, had conſidered how unpardonable and 


ungentlemanly it was to introduce in the very 


page where he pays ſuch a tribute to decency, 


names that were mentioned to his Lordiſhp in 
confidence, and which none but an anonymous 
writer would preſume to make free with. 1 


- wiſh this honourable and candid perſon would 
allow me to prove the falſehood of his aſſertions 
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to him viva voce, and to affure him that the con- 


verſation alluded to had an effect the very re- 
verſe of what he ſtates, as alſo to refer him for 


the truth of it, to a man of veracity, I mean the 
High Sheriff, who was preſent when I cleared 


ap that particular circumſtance to his Lordſnip. 
After remaining ſome time at the houſe of the 


High Sheriff, ſome of us expreſſed a wiſh to 


| know what theſe incontrovertible proofs were, 


of which intimation had been given the preced- 


ing night. Mr. S. who accompanied his Lord- 
ip th 


name of the Straw 
fortunately overheard two girls, Kitty Duff and 


4 them, they told ſo conſifent, and ſo /atisfaftory 
a ftory as would be ſufficient, he ſaid, to con- 


vince every unprejudiced perſon of the guilt of 


Mary Neal, and that they would be with us 


in, he was aſked © where are thoſe girls you 
were to procure?” [I f 
more than bring forward}, be anſwered they 


were coming. — At length they arrived, and 


after much entreaty, told their /ory ſo plau- 


fibly and fo confiſtently, that Alderman Ex- 


| ſhaw and I declared if theſe facts which they 


* This gentleman. appeared no farther on the buſineſs of 
that day. TE 2 


rough the buſineſs of this day, declared 
that a friend of his bad af night accidentally 
gone into a houſe of ill fame (known by the 
Bagnio) in Drury-lane, and 


Fanny Murray, talking over the bufineſs of 
| Neal and Lewellin, and that on queſtioning. 


ammediately. Mr. F.* bappening to come 


ſe procure meant no 


related 
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related could be ſubſtantiated by the concurrent 
teſtimony of any reputable perſon, we would 
chearfully join in folliciting mercy for the un- 
— the Alderman however know- 
| ing theſe girls in an aſſicial capacity, obſerved, 
| chat no reliance could be placed on any thing 
they affirmed ; but that it would not be impro- 
| per for us to ben what the child could fig her 
| defence. | 
| On our arrival at the Houſe of Induftry 1 
which ve adjourned, we confronted Mary 1 Neal 
| and Fanny Murray, who was defired to 
„ . fay againſt the child. Fanny 
Murray then declared in the — the 
5 noble Lord, Mr. Sheriff Tweedy, Mr. Alder-. 
| man Exſhaw, Surgeon Peile and me, that Mary: 
| Neal, on the firſt night of her admiſſion into 
1 the Houſe of Induſtry, ſpoke and acted in 4 
manner too indecent to be made public; that 
5 the had been Mary Neal's bedfellow ſome time 
1 in the houſe, wel thn ſhe was preſent when 
be John Neal, and Ann Neal, fince dead, came to 
12 viſit their danghter; that in her (Fanny Mur- 
= Po ray's) preſence, Neal the father faid ta his 
4 daughter, Mary did you go quietly with _ 
4 man? that anſwered, © I did;” 
which the father immediately fad, if you — 
1 you will not hurt a hair of Lewellin's head, 
and if you do not hang her, I will tranſport 
| you.” For the truth of this, Fanny Murray re- 
2 ferred us to the _— * the ward in which the 
| converſation 


= 
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converſation happened; who, ſhe affirmed, was 
preſent, as well at this, as at the former decla- 


rations and behaviour of Mary Neal the firſt 


night ſhe was taken into the Houſe of Induſtry. 
Before the nurſe was called on to teſtify: the 
truth of Murray's aſſertions, we made a very 
patticular enquiry of the Matron of the Houſe, 
and of every other reputable perſon in it, con- 


cerning the charaQter of this nurſe; we were 


given to underſtand that we might depend on 
any thing ſhe aſſerted as ſhe had always been 


ſtrictly honeſt and ſober. The nurſe was then = 


her 


called in, and Fanny Murray acknowle 


mentioned, the nurſe was appealed to; ſhe flatly 


_ contradicted Murray, and averred, that no ſuch 


_ converſation ever happened: that Murray ne- 


ver had been Neal's bedfellow, even for a night; 
that her (Mary Neal's) behaviour and converſa- 
tion on the firſt night of her admiſſion into the 

houſe was perfectly modeſt, and that her de- 


meanour, while ſhe continued at Channel-Row, 


(almoſt eight months) was that of an inno- 


cent, mere child. She alſo declared, that from 
a long acquaintance with Fanny Murray, ſhe 
knew her to be a great liar, and not to be de- 
pended on: on this ſhe was immediately ordered 


ro quit the room.“ Here the noble Lord applied 


: to 


* Here it firſt occurred to me, that any advocate of the 
nofortun»re Mary Neal wuſt expect no lenity ; nor was | 
undeceired by the treatment which an honeſt citizen in South 

| George's 


to be the perſon alluded to. After Murray had 
again repeated the words and converſation before 


of Induſtry 


86 
to Mr. Sheriff Tweedy, aſking if he was not 
now fatisfied of the child's guilt: to which the 
Sheriff anſwered, *<* that he had left home that 
morning with a ſtrong impreſſion of Lewellin's 


 innoceuce, and of the child's guilt; that his 


opinion was now beginning to change, from the 
behaviour of the parties“! “ . 
Alderman Exſhaw and I here obſerved that, 
as Fanny Murray's evidence was totally done 
away, we had better hear Kitty Duff, who was 
called in and confronted with Mary Neal, with 
whom Duff claimed an acquaintance, alledging 
that they had lived in the fame houſe at the 


fame time, that they frequented bad houſes to- 
gether, and that they had been very intimate; 


= 4 


|  George's-ſtreet experienced. Mr. Brady ſeeing a croud in 
the ſtreet about the door of the houſe where Neal had for- 


merly lodged, enquired the reaſon. and learning it., came 


into the room in which we fat, and told us he could give 
ſome information; being politely requeſted to tell what he 

knew of the Neals, he declared that he had known them 
ſome years, and that they were extremely honeſt, though 


very poor; and that Kitty Duff, whoſe evidence we were 
now canvaſſing, was an idle huſſey ; he was immediately 
taken up with Sir, you have obtruded yourſelf on us, a 
champion of chaſtity; if you have no ſurther information to 


give us, you may leave the room.” 
This declaration of the High Sheriff IT look on as the 
| beſt anſwer | can give to the aſſertion that“ he appeared. 


cold upon the buſineſs,” even betore this viſit to tne Houſe 


I Mary Neal denied any intimacy with K. Duff. but con- 


ſeſſed that ſhe had ſeen her in the ſtreets and at the trial off 


Lewellin—this Duff pofitively denied ; howevet I can prove 
that ſhe did attend in the very dreſs that Mary Neal deſeribed 
y 33 By her 
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for the truth of this laſt aſſertion ſhe referred to 
Alice Delany, who lived in Great George's- 
ſtreet, and who knew Neal. Mary Neal denied 
all theſe circumſtances, except an acquaintance 
with Alice Delany, who ſhe ſaid was © a qua 

irl and would not be acquainted with ſuch as 
Buff,” being aſked why ſhe formed a bad opi- 
nion of Duff, ſhe anſwered that any body 
who looked in her face could ſee ſhe was a bad 
= Kitty Duff alſo mentioned that ſhe had 


en in Mary Neal's company at the rooms of 
a gentleman of the College, whom ſhe named, 
and who was in town; that a hairdrefler, whom 


| ſhe called Jack, was preſent, dreſſing a gentle- 


man's hair, and that he knew Mary Neal very 
well. This being the only part of the incontro- 


vertible proofs, that remained to be exami 


ue adjourned to Great George's-ſtreet, to the 
| houſe in which Neal had formerly lived; here 
we found Alice Delany,+ alluded to by Duff, 


| her to have worn; but I will not attempt to aſſign 1 
ſon that made Mrs. Lewellin's Sollicitor deem it unneceſſary 


to bring Kitty Duff forward, who might have been a very 


material witneſs. | 


It did not require any great ſagacity to diſcover, that, as 


Duff was highly painted, and behaved in ſuch a manner as 
to diſguſt moſt of the gentlemen preſent. HS 

7 Alice Delany not having faid much that tended to inva- 
lidate what Mary Neal had declared, or which could ſub- 
ſtantiate what Kitty Duff aſſerted, we did not give her much 
attention; {till leſs would we have paid her, had we known 
'thar, under the maſk of friendly concern ſhe, previous to 
_ this enquiry, had been to viſe Mary Neal, very particular 
and inquiſitive, and that, immediately after delivering her 

te/timony, ihe was to be ſent to the country, as her mother 
declared to Mr. Hamilton Rowan and me. 


arcidentally 


Great George's-ſtreet, Kitty Duff 
ve faund to have been a waſher - woman of Mrs. 


with her, ſhe did not a 
November, near three weeks after this period, 
when ſhe voluntarily went before n 
Warren to make an affidavit, that now comes 
forth as one of the incontro uertibie proofs 


to prove, if proof were neceſl; 
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aucidantally ſtanding in the entry. She was 
brought up ſtairs, when ſhe declared, that ſhe 
knew Mary Neal, and Kitty Duff, and bad 
ſeen them ſpeak t + but that they were 
not intimate; that at the time Neal lo : in 
in 
the ſame houſe, with a Mrs. Mc. Mahon, hom 


Lewellin, and to have removed from Great 
George's-ſtreet to N Thither Mr. 
S., the gentleman, v friend had accident. 


ally diſcovered Duff and Murray, propoſed go- 


ing, directed by Alice Delany, and promiſed to 


bring Mrs. Mc. Mahon with him; however 
tho' Mr. S. acknowl 


edged to have converſed 
ppear till the 25th of 


> of M. 
Neal's guilt®. To this affidavit of Mc. Mahon, 
I ſhall only anſwer, that there are people ready 


M. Neal never lodged in the ſame houſe together 


Done of them is the ſon of the woman, to 


Ion tis Mibbes wen Jo foros for wadinete. 


in the month of January, taken up in the ſtreets as a Maniac. 


and confined for the ſpace of fix weeks in thoſe wards at the 


Houſe of Induſtry, a tated. to the moſt outragiouſly 
mad, hand-cuffed k < þ chained to her bed; on my 
ſome change for the better, ſhe was removed to the other 


dme time ſhe (wore this affidavit, from her conduct to me, I 


had no reaſon to believe her ſune. 


hom 
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whom Neal paid rent for his room, and who 
being nearly of the ſame age with Duff, knew 
her and Mary Neal perfectly well. As to Bridget 
Delany, the mother of Alice, who after cleven 
months comes forward to make another volun- 

tary affidavit, ſhe declared in the preſence of 
Mr. H. Rowan in a ſhop in Great George's- 
ſtreet, laſt November, that ſhe *© believed 
Mary Neal to be a very well behaved child, 
and that ſhe told her ſhe had been abuſed” let 
the Public compare this aſſertion with her afh- 


davit®, 5 
From Great George's - ſtreet we proceeded to 
the College, to the room of the gentleman, 
named by K. Duff. This gentleman corrobo- 
rated her teſtimony, ſo far as it related to the 
preſence of a ſecond girl in the room, and of 
Jack the Hair-drefſer. We found ſome difficul- . 
ty in prevailing on him to attend us, the 
High Sheriff being under the neceſſity of going 
for him. This man Kitty Duff declared to be 
the Hair-dreffer alluded to, and who dreſſed a 
gentleman's hair in the preſence of Neal's 
daughter, whom Duff aſſerted he knew, and 
who © called him names and threw nut ſhells at 
him while he was dreſſing the gentleman's hair.“ 
All this Jack the Hair-dreſſer denied, affirming 


It has been aſked why B. Delany was not produced at 
the trial of Lewellin ; I will anſwer ; I knew nothing of the 

| particulars of what Mary Neal had ſworn in her examinati- 

on apainſt Leweilin, therefore could not know Mrs. Delany 

to be neceſſqy; but Mr. Hunt I believed to be effentially 

do, as he had fit examined the Child. 8 

= that 
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chat it was ſhe (Kitty Duff) who threw the 
ſhells at him and © blackguarded” him: that 
the other girl, whom he did not know, had her 
cloak about her face; that Kitty told him after. 


wards her name was Neal. That he knew 
Neal the Hair - dreſſer, but did not know his 


The gentleman of the College having then 


declared that he believed he could identity the 
Neal, who had been in his room, it was 
poſed by Alderman Exſhaw that we ſhould all 


return to the houſe of Induſtry, whither this 
gentleman offered to accompany us: this ſeem- 
ed to meet the ideas of every one preſent, un- 


till the gentleman being requeſted to deſcribe 
her perſon, ſaid that, as nearly as he could re- 


collect, “her hair was dark, combed down on 


her forchead,* her complexion rather fair, 


a fluſhed cheek, and her noſe prominent ;"” 


this deſcription not exactiy tallying with the 
lizght brown bair, the fallow pale complexion, 
and the flat noſe of the Mary Neal, with 


whom we had parted with an hour ago at the 
| houſe of Induſtry, our ſecond viſit was objected 


to, © as ſufficient proofs 'of Mary Neal's guilt 
had appeared to ground an application for 
mercy on.” It is however to be remarked, that 


Mary Neal was henoured with a ſecond viſit the 


next day, no fort of information of it 


„ This deſcription, fill freſh on the. memories of the 


Alderman and the High Sheriff, perfectiy obliterated any 


ſhadow of doubt, which could have welt on the mind of 


any of us. SW 
\ - being 
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being given to Mr. Sheriff Tweedy, Alderman 
Exſhaw or me; but as Providence frequently 
converts the greateſt misfortunes into bleflings, 
to this ſecond viſit it is owing, that ſhe is not 
- at this moment unprotected, without a friendly 
roof to ſhelter her, pining perhaps under want 
and diſeaſe; for ſuch has been the villainy and 
perſeverance of her Enemies, that ere this ſhe 
molt probably would be reduced to cat the bread 
of — INS of ſociety, had not a — 
4 in one of the morning papers, giving ſome 
> of this vikt raiſed for 28 
in the perſon of A. Hamilton Rowan, Eſq; a 
man perhaps better qualified for that office, 
than moſt men, by his philanthropy, his fortune, 
and his manly and perſevering intrepidity. His 
fellow citizens have approved of his conduct, 
in a manner equally honourable to him and to 
bis dal inveſignion in the College cleared. 
This laſt inveſtigation in t llege cleared 
up all the High Sheriffs doubts on his 2 | 
requiring him toaccompany him tothe Marqui 
_ to loſicit mercy, Mr. Tweedy refuſed, alledg- 
ing that, as he had nothing favourable of 
Lewellin to mention, he did not wiſh to ſay 
any thing which might avert that mercy, fo 
ſtrongly and fo warmly folicited.” Theſe were 
the ſentiments of a humane and upright magi(- 
trate, juſt come into office, and little acquaint- 
ed with the particulars of the bufineſs; who 
that morning had left home under impreſſions fa- 
yourable to Lewellin, from her ſolemn aſſevera- 
ons at that period, the moſt awful to humanity, 
and 


need be under no 


Vhoſe deareſt connections are dra 
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and the confident declarations of her friends ; 
nor were theſe impreſſions entirely effaced un- 
till thofe proofs, brought forward by her zea- 
lous advocates, eſtabliſhed the innocence. of 
Mary Neal incontrovertibly beyond a doubt—then, 
and not till then, did he abſolutely refuſe his 
_ Lordfhip, proteſting that he believed Mary Neal 
as innocent as his own daughter, a. child only 
four years old.” This converſation happened in 
his Lordfhip's carriage, where very curious lan- 
=. was held out to Mr. Tweedy, viz. 
„ That Alderman Exſhaw had biafſed me, and 
that we were both afraid of a proſecution, 
_ ſhould the woman obtain a pardon; but the 


High Sheriff was authoriſed to tell me, (no men- 


tion being made of Alderman Exſhaw) that 1 


the only object that the friends of Lewellin 


debted to thofe worthy characters concerned in 
her favour, for the lenity intended me, but 1 
leave it to the candour of the public to deter- 
mine how far a man is treated with lenity, 
forward 
with the names of proſtitutes, whole veracity is 
impeached without a ſhadow of truth, and 
whoſe name is held up to obloquy and reproach, 
loaded with all the epithets that inventive malice 
could ſuggeſt. If this be not proſecution with 
a vengeance I am at a loſs-what to call it. 
Feeling myſelf hurt by the meſſage delivered 
to me by the High Sheriff, and conſcious of 
having acted from the pureſt motives, 1 waited 
be on 


nhons, as mercy was 
aimed at. I acknowledge myſelf deeply in- 
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on the Nobleman to know what was meant by 
the meſſage; I was given to underſtand that a 
candid and full ſtatement of every thing that 
had appeared in the courſe of our enquiry would 
be drawn up, and his Lordſhip did me the 
honour to ſay that I ſhould ſee it. His-Lord- 
ſhip accordingly appointed a day on which I 
ſhould meet him at the Police Houſe, where in 
the preſence of Mr. Hamilton Rowan, his Lord- 
fhip read part of what was called © a memorial 


intended to be laid before Government.” I did 


there in the preſence of Mr. Rowan diſavow the 
ſtatement, in many particulars, where my name 
was mentioned, and not ſatisſied that it ſhould 
de made uſe of to prove facts to which 1 could 


not aſſent, I wrote to Mr. Fitzherbert, expreſ- 


fing a wiſh to be permitted to explain myſelf, in 

what regarded my interference, if ſuch Memorial 
were laid before Government. | got no anſwer 
nor did | expect one, the Marquiſs, as I was in- 
formed, having at this time made up his mind.“ 
My friends thought this letter ſufficiently ex- 
preſſive of my diſſent from the ftatement in the 
Memorial, as far as it related to me. With the 
permiſſion of Mr. Rowan I ſhall here infert the 
notes that he took after the above converſation, 
immediately on his return home, as alſo his 
letter to Mr. Fitzherbert on the ſubject. 


* This memorial, as well as I can recolleR aſter an inter- 
val of four months, contained many, if not moſt, of the 
ohjectionable parts of the Narrative. on Authority” from 

which I now diſſent, as I did then in the picſence of a man 
of truth and honor. 35 


Extrad 
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Extract from a converſation at the Police Houſe, 
between L. — and Dr. B. written im- 
mediately on my return to Henty-Ereet. 


November 25. 


Ko Lord e defired the attendance of 
Dr. Boyton to read to him a detail of ſome con- 
„ verſations, faid to have paſt between them; 
„Dr. B. faid it concerned me, as much asbim; 
% and Lord — took us into a room where he 
“ read a recital of circumſtances, preceded by 
* declarations of being no otherwiſe concerned 
e in the fare of Lewellin, than as became na 
man, poſſeſſed of a fortune in the city, who 
<< was a Magiſtrate, a Peer, and a Privy Coun- 
* ſellor. In the courſe of reading the detail 
© alluded to, Dr. Boyton interrupted his Lord- 
* ſhip, declaring that he only related 
© their converſation, to which his Lordfhip's 
* anſwer was, “did you not fay ſo? I do not 
enter into what you ſaid afterwards.” Again 
_ © the Dr. decharing his Lordſhip muſt have 


©. miſunderſtood him, as the things he aſſerted 


to have been repeated by Dr. R were the moſt. 
foreign ſrom his meaning. At length his 
Lordſhip came to ſome trifling circumſtance, 
* which F do not recollect, and whieh his 
_ ©* Lordfhip expreſſed a readineſs to eraſe, and 
<« was going to do fo, when I, who had been 
„ filent before, could not avoid interferi > 
<«« ſaying, unleſs his Lordſhip and Dr. Boyton | 
WE: „ agreed on the whole report, it could anſwer 
no good purpoſe to alter any part. _ - 
A. H. R. 


Copy 


parts of 


* 


to attempt to avert mercy, but as 
breath I will protect her whom I believe inno- 
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Gy" of a letter of A. H. R. to the Right Hon. 
 ALLEYNE FTZHERBERT. 


November 26th, 1 788. 


81 R, 
I am concerned to inttude thus often on you, 
| but I ſhould hold myſelf inconſiſtent if I did not 
give you ſome- recital of what paſſed between 
and Dr. Boyton in my preſence yeſter- 
day. I beg leave to repeat that I have no other 
enmity to the unfortunate culprit, than is ex- 


cited by what I look upon as a continuation of 
her crime, the perſevering in defaming inno- 
cence, and as I had the honor of ſaying to my 


I. yeſterday, as long as the 


guilt of the 
child is made the baſis for 


ignorant enough, ſome might add cruel enough, 


cent, and who has no otber ſupport. To re- 
turn, the parts which made the greateſt impr 


a paper, which I underſtand is to — laid 


26 his right, not as a favour, and he mentions, 


Firſt, That Mrs. B. from her converſation with 
the child thought ill of her. Second, An aſſer- 
tion of Mr. Peele, one of the Surgeons who 
examined the child. Third, That a friend of 


Dr. Boyton faid he had had Mary Neal at 
Lewellin's. 


Firſt, Mrs. B. was ; aneaſy when the time of 


Lewellin' execution approached, becauſe the 


Royal Clemency, 1 
will combat it with all the force of truth which 
I can collect. I am neither impertinent nor 
as [have 
el- 


fion on me, in the courſe of a haſty reading of of 


ment, are, His Lordſhip. claims mercy 


— — — — - o 


— - . 


ſome alleviating circumſtances, which would 
allow him to ſtand forward a ſecond time; he 


("09 
Dr: had ſtood forward at her proſecution, and 
informed Sir S. Bradſtreet of the ſituation of 
the parents, and was therefore the efficient 
cauſe of her condemnation ; ſhe had heard re- 
ports propagated to the diſcredit of the child, 


and altho ſhe diſregarded them herſelf, ſhe 


wiſhed Dr, Boyton to inform himſelf that he 


might be enabled to aſſiſt in faving her whoſe 
_ proſecution he had prevented being diſmiſſed 


for want of evidence, that in bopes of finding 


attended my Lord and others, and begs 


| leave to refer you to a letter“ from him to me, 
which I had the honor of leaving with you on 
the 19th Inſt. for the iſſue of the enquiry. = 
Second, Mr. Peele's aſſertion was not 
; ed, 2811. — mentioned A but Mr. Peele 
did not then know that the child had been exa- 
mined by ſeveral other gentlemen, prior to his 
examination of her, and that two of thoſe gen - 
tlemen were preſent at his examination; and 
that he now. declares he is no longer ſurpriſed 


ravats 


at the behaviour of the child. Third, As to 
the acquaintance of any friend of Dr. Boy ton's 


with Mary Neal, the Dr. in as moderate but as 


firm a manner as his differing in opinion with a 
Peer and a Privy Counſellor permitted him, 


denied the circumſtance, and faid the fact was 
too highly colored, and related only in part; 
and alſo claimed a right of diſſenting from many 


This letter is a brief detail of what I have given at ful! 
length in the narrative. | 


= parts 


LY 
parts of the ſaid paper, and df explaining and 
expatiating upon others, which I find he has 
done by letter“ to you, N 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
[Copy] A. H. ROWAN. 


Such has been the conduct, and ſuch the 
particulars of interviews and declarations, that 
have called down on me and the other gentle- 
men concerned, torrents of abuſe, unmerited 
and indiſcriminate cenſure. Conſcious of the 
rectitude of my intentions, and of being actu- 
ated dy no other motives, than humanity and a 
love of juſtice, I would have diſregarded what 

I conſider party virulence, eſpecially coming 
from an anonymous writer, had not my friends 
thought it peculiarly incumbent on me to juſtify 
yielf to the Public by _ minutely thoſe 
facts that have fallen immediately within my own 
| knowledge, but I ſhall certainly diſregard any 
further anonymous publication on the ſubject. 


Fleer-ſtreet, J. w. BOYTON. 
April 6th, 1789. „ . DE 


j 


* This alludes to the ſhort letter that I wrote to Mr. 
F exprefling my diſſent from the ſtatement read to me. 
in Mr. Rowan's preſence. | 
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